
Sarah McEwan’s interest in the visual is ever evolving and has taken on many different forms 
over the years. Currently Sarah is concerned with turning still drawn images into video with 
soundtracks. She continues her ongoing fascination with private spaces and representing the 
personal/autobiographical. In 2012 Sarah will work on creating a site specific performance/
installation with the Greater Kengal One Room School Network exploring ideas of isolation, 
population drift, water shortage and the ageing population of remote Australia. Her video 
“I’m much more fun online”, a response to living remotely, has been selected to be part of 
AlburyCity’s Q-View Digital Gallery 2012. Sarah will also present a video based work 
“Self Portrait Through Letters: All the Things I Never Said”, which is a confessional soundtrack 
of letters written to friends, family, teachers and enemies with still drawn moving images 
projected. As well as “Unfulfilled Desires” under the pseudonym of ‘Her Riot’ which is a 
gallery based video critique of the music industry. Sarah is a drummer and will release two 
albums this year with the bands Bambino Koresh and Grace Before Meals.
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100 Notions from a Nation of Two is a process driven work 
created over 100 days by artists Vic and Sarah McEwan. 

The artists have captured non-traditional self portraits to highlight the constant state of flux between 
different emotions and consequences of past experiences which create our multi faceted reality.

Presented as a new media sound and projection installation, the work combines traditional skills  
such as composition, drawing and painting, with improvisation, soundscapes and technology. 

This interactive presentation allows the viewer to select days from 1 to 100 via touchscreen  
technology to trigger different sound and video projections. 

Vic McEwan Sarah McEwan

Vic McEwan’s interest in sound ranges from more traditional song writing to exploring the musicality 
of everyday objects and conceptual sound manipulations. Vic writes music for dance and theatre and 
in the last two years has created work that has been performed in the following locations:  along the 
Sturt Highway with sound transmitted to high-jacked radio frequencies, in old school houses, inside 
river beds, at Carriageworks in Sydney, The Brisbane Festival, The Oz-Asia Festival, Campbelltown 
Arts Centre and more. In 2012 Vic will create a collaborative art installation with the rice factory 
workers of SunRice in Leeton and a site specific performance/installation with the Greater Kengal One 
Room School Network exploring ideas of isolation, population drift, water shortage and the ageing 
population of remote Australia. Vic will also compose music for a new dance performance titled “Still 
Point Turning” with dancer Linda Luke as well as compose music for a short dance film working with the 
elderly and exploring the poetics of the frail body. Vic is completing a Masters of Arts Practice with 
the project “Tuned City Infrastructure - Making Your City Sing” which looks at the redesign of basic city 
infrastructure to create a series of musical “reveals” from tuned bollards. www.vicmcewan.wordpress.com

Vic & Sarah McEwan run The Cad Factory, an artist run space established in Marrickville, Sydney to hold regular exhibitions, recordings, musical performances and a place for people to explore their own creative ideas. In August 2010 
The Cad Factory moved to the remote location, The Old Birrego School, 30kms outside of Narrandera in regional NSW. The Cad Factory currently runs an artist residency program and curates a series of musical shows called Remote Spaces.
www.cadfactory.com.au

100 Notions from a Nation of Two

Drilling down into rock or ice with a hollow tube, you can extract a cylindrical section that records the history 
of the material in layers: a core sample. Vic and Sarah McEwan’s 100 Notions from a Nation of Two is a core 
sample of one season in the lives of two artists, extracted through a rigorous process of creation, collaboration, 
and synthesis. 

A core sample of the glaciers of Greenland can illuminate the climate of the Middle Ages or the Mesozoic; 
100 Notions from a Nation of Two also illustrates the emotional climate of the artists. Despite the consistent 
framework of the process, each piece of music and each image has been composed in a very different frame 
of mind – keen, exhilarated, fatigued, frustrated.

Each morning, over one hundred days, Vic McEwan 
would record a piece of music – using traditional 
instruments, singing, or experimenting with found 
sound – and each afternoon, Sarah McEwan would 
listen to this piece and create an image in response,  
a drawing, a painting, or a collage. Vic would then 
edit the sound and images into an animated video; 
one “notion’ for each day of this process.

Some of these notions are short, only a minute or 
three; some are longer, up to two hours. But each 
notion is a snapshot of the same activity, at the same 
time each day: the creation of sound, the creation  
of images, and the union of the two. Brought together, 
these one hundred notions form a montage that 
reveals the underlying processes of art.

Combining music and image, every one of these 
notions is a work in itself, to be experienced individually.  
But, brought together as a complete set, these one hundred notions are truly more than the sum of their parts. 
Just as the relationship of the artists is greater than the separate individuals alone, so too is the composite 
portrait deeper and more revealing than any single piece of the mosaic. It is the links between the notions,  
their differences as much as their similarities, that tell the story of Vic and Sarah McEwan’s nation of two.
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